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Hon. Secretary – A.C. (Tony) Barker

Phone 3300 3375

10th May 2008
Mr. Peter Just,

Client Project Manager,
WBTNI,

PO Box 246 

Spring Hill Q 4004
Dear Mr Just,
SUBMISSION FROM THE GAP COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC. ON THE WBTNI DRAFT TRANSPORT PLAN FOR WESTERN BRISBANE
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Western Brisbane Transport Network Plan, recently released by WBTNI.

Set out hereunder is the response from The Gap Community Association Inc.

1.0 WHO ARE WE? 
The Gap Community Association Inc. (GCA) is a not for profit Community Organisation registered as an Incorporated Association under Section 19  of the Queensland Associations Incorporations Act 1981.

The GCA represents over 16,000 residents of the western Brisbane suburb of The Gap, one of the largest suburbs in Brisbane.

We have an active, confidential email & postal address list of over 500 homes in our suburb comprising GCA members and residents whom we refer to as our “Friends of The Gap”.

2.

We regularly communicate with & seek input from our “Friends of The Gap” on matters concerning our suburb, in particular those matters that impact on their quality of life and as a consequence of that consultation process, this submission represents the views of the majority of Gap residents.
2.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE WBTNI CONSULTATION PROCESS: 

Before commenting on the specifics of the WBTNI Plan we would like to take the opportunity of acknowledging the very thorough and professional consultation process that the WBTNI has embarked upon.

This process has allowed residents to be kept progressively informed of developments by way of Public Forums and Information Sheets as well as providing an excellent public forum for comment and suggestions.

3.0 SCRAPPING OF OPTION 2 – WESTERN BYPASS TO THE WEST OF 

MT. COOTHA.
Residents of our suburb have long lived under the threat of a major Ring Road or Bypass carving its way through The Gap even though there have been no preserved road corridor/s in existence that would have alerted residents to this possibility. 

Needless to say, residents of The Gap are delighted that the WBTNI and State Government have now concluded that such a road is not viable due to:

a) projected traffic volumes
&

b) The fact that the zone under consideration for such a road “contained areas preserved by the SE Queensland Regional Plan for non-urban use because of their significant physical, social, cultural & environmental values and that such a bypass road could have encouraged development that would have been inconsistent with these outcomes”.

Whilst the GCA has not been privy to the modelling that arrived at the traffic volumes in (a) above, residents of The Gap strongly share the views expressed by WBTNI in (b) above and have exhaustively pressed these issues as part of our opposition to a Western Bypass through The Gap.
3.

4.0 SUPPORT FOR OPTION 10 – KELVIN GROVE TO ASHGROVE, PUBLIC TRANSPORT ENHANCEMENT
The GCA supports WBTNI Option 10 to provide an improved public transport link connecting The Gap through to the CBD however we suggest that the 
WBTNI give consideration to extending Option 10 right through to The Gap rather than just as far as Ashgrove.
For reasons that are set out in Annexure “A” the GCA strongly advocates that bus lanes and transit lanes (T2 or T3) should NOT be shared unless provision is made for indented bus “pull-in” lanes.

5.0 SUPPORT FOR OPTION 4 (Tunnel from Toowong to ICB @ Kelvin Grove) AND OPTION 5 (Tunnel from Toowong to Buranda) 
The GCA notes that these two options are in the “Medium Term – up to 15 years category” and supports their construction as a means of providing shorter term relief to the heavily congested Western Freeway, Moggill Rd. and Coronation Drive by diverting traffic from these roads to the tunnel/s.

These two tunnels would then free up traffic flow on the Western Freeway by alleviating the “bottle-neck” at Toowong caused by traffic backing up on Moggill Road and Coronation Drive.

By relieving the major traffic congestion from/to the SW Suburbs, the GCA is also of the view that these traffic improvements will reduce possible pressure in future years for a revisiting of a Bypass to the West of Mt. Cootha and the East of Enoggera Reservoir, hence our further support for Options 4 and 5. 
6.0
SUPPORT FOR OPTION 3 (New Tunnel Corridor Toowong to Everton Park) 
It is noted that this option is in the longer term category of “25 years+”, nevertheless the GCA supports the proposal as a means of completing a western Brisbane road network from the S.W. and Southern suburbs to the northern suburbs and north coast.

The recommendation to link the proposed ring road to existing preserved corridors is to be commended and should minimize the concerns that residents of The Gap felt by being threatened with a major road through the suburb when no preserved corridor had been in existence.
 

4.

 

No doubt residents in the vicinity of the proposed tunnel/road interchange at  Stafford will be disappointed at the proposal, however these suburbs are already in the midst of major arterial traffic routes and those who have built close to these corridors should have been aware that population  growth  would one day necessitate the building of roads on the corridors.

Whilst a tunnel of approx 10 kms will be hugely expensive, such a tunnel should avoid and/ or minimize enormous disruption to western Brisbane residents by routing the "missing link" underground from Toowong to Stafford rather than through their suburbs. 
 

In relation to the timing of this option, it is apparent that the logistics of locating these huge tunneling machines into Brisbane is a major and costly exercise so why not time the commencement of Option 3 to coincide with the completion of the other Brisbane tunnels rather than wait until the year 2033+ when the costs will have further blown out and traffic congestion is even worse?
6.0 UPGRADE OF GAP CREEK & DILLON ROADS BETWEEN KENMORE AND THE GAP
As indicated in item 3 herein, Gap residents are relieved that the threat of a major highway through The Gap has been scrapped, however the GCA is still cautious about the BCC’s plans to upgrade Gap Creek & Dillon Roads.
Whilst we acknowledge that these proposed upgrades do not form part of the WBTNI Study, we are of the view that an upgraded Gap Creek/Dillon Road could become part of a western Brisbane link road network from the S.W. suburbs, through The Gap to the north coast and northern suburbs if adequate controls are not put in place to limit traffic numbers, speed and heavy transport.

These concerns are fueled by an apparent reluctance by the BCC to consider any form of traffic calming for the upgrades as well as a statement on the front page of their BCC Newsletter describing the upgrade and resultant sealed two lane access road as “an alternative north-south connection to the Western Freeway.” 
As we have been advised by WBTNI representatives that there is open and continuous dialogue between the BCC & WBTNI on transport issues at a Senior level we would urge the WBTNI to ensure that any upgrade of Gap Creek & Dillon Roads by the BCC retains the rural road status that residents of The Gap have been promised.

5.
Should the Options referred to in this GCA Submission ultimately be accepted by the Queensland Government, the Gap Community Association looks forward to working with all levels of Government to assist in the consultation/implementation  process.

Thank you for taking the time to consider the views of residents of The Gap.

Yours Sincerely,

Anthony Barker,

Hon. Secretary, The Gap Community Association Inc.

Attachment “A” – Letter from GCA to BCC dated 27/6/07 re Bus “Pull-in” lanes
Copies To:

M/s Kate Jones M.P., State Member for Ashgrove

M/s Geraldine Knapp, Councillor for The Gap Ward
Mr. Michael Johnson MP, Federal Member for Ryan.
Mr. G. Quirk, Deputy Mayor, Brisbane City Council

M/S D. Tabart, CEO, Australian Koala Foundation Inc.
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