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“Your voice in The Gap”
Bus Pull-In Lanes, Waterworks Road

The Gap Community Association Inc., (GCA) represents residents in the suburb of The Gap, one of the largest suburbs in Brisbane with over l6,000 people residing in the suburb.
The GCA and it’s members are seriously concerned about a number of issues regarding bus travel to and from the CBD and The Gap.
The only direct transport access route between The Gap and The Brisbane CBD is via Waterworks Road which, during peak hours is becoming more and more grid-locked, particularly inbound during the morning peak, Monday to Friday.

The major factor contributing to this congestion, apart from the sheer volume of traffic, is the combination of the T2 Transit Lane and the lack of bus “pull in” lanes from the T2 lane.
The result is that a significant percentage of traffic is required to travel in the centre lane (non T2 lane) due to the T2 restrictions applying in the curbside lane, whilst the T2 lane is continually stop/start due to the limited number of bus pull in lanes available.
This encourages vehicles in the T2 lane to change lanes when stuck behind stopped buses with safety being seriously compromised as a consequence and the journeys of vehicles in the T2 lane being only as fast as the slowest bus.

We read & hear regularly of the improvements that the B.C.C. is introducing for bus services and bus ways in Brisbane and we applaud this initiative by Council.

We also note that the Lord Mayor’s recent budget provides $177 million for new buses and bus route improvements.

Alas, attempts by residents of The Gap to share in some of the BCC’s bus budget allocation & improvements seems to be continually ignored and since 
2.

the Waterworks Rd upgrade several years ago, Gap residents have had to suffer a seriously compromised bus service between The Gap and the CBD.
The GCA has  raised this issue with the Brisbane City Council on a number of occasions however, despite advice that the matter is “being looked into”, we have seen absolutely no signs of any action.
In an attempt to assist, rather than just criticize, the GCA has identified a number of bus stops between Settlement Road, The Gap and the Normanby Five Ways that appear, in our view, to be immediately capable of transformation to incorporate “pull in” lanes.

Some of these changes may involve the bus stop being moved a few hundred meters in either direction, but in all cases it does not appear that private property acquisitions would be necessary.  
The bus stops in question are as follows:

INBOUND


Bus Stop Numbers 31, 30, 27/28, 25, 20, 11, 7, 5a and 4. 

OUTBOUND


Bus Stop Numbers 5a, 6, 10/11, 13, 26 and 33.
The GCA is pragmatic enough to realize that not all bus stops can be indented overnight, however, with the obvious commitment of the B.C.C. to making bus travel our favored means of public transport in Brisbane, and no rail service available between The Gap and the C.B.D, why can’t a program to construct pull-in lanes into the bus stops referred to above be implemented immediately?
In February this year, a fully laden water truck traveling outbound along Waterworks Road at 8.30 a.m. was unable to stop in time at non-indented Bus Stop No.10/11 and ploughed into the back of a bus at that bus stop (see attached photographs).
The bus was full of school children, with 6 injured, including 1 who required hospitalization.
Had this bus stop been indented, and you will see from the photo that there appears to be ample room to do so, this unfortunate accident may not have occurred.
On behalf of the residents of The Gap, the GCA requests your urgent advice as to when we may expect some improvement  to peak hour traffic flows on Waterworks Road by increasing the number of indented bus stops.

The traffic congestion on Waterworks Road will only get worse as a result of Council’s intention to divert  more & more cars onto Waterwork’s Road from/to the S.W. suburbs via an upgraded Gap Creek/Dillon Road to the west of Mt. Cootha.

Yours Sincerely,

AC(Tony) Barker,                                                            16th July 2006
Honorary Secretary,   
The Gap Community Association Inc.
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